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Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

Do you have poor math skills and reading strategies?  Then RTI can help!  Our PLT utilized targeted learning 
time to implement AIMS web common assessments to target struggling math students in grade 5.  We used 
data to provide targeted instruction individually and in small groups to support struggling learners. We 
compared our AIMS web data to our fifth grade curriculum to find a correlation between student’s rote math 
skills and test performance. 
 
 
 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Nicole Heffernan* Chenery Middle School Grade 5 Math/Science 

Rhonda Cherry Chenery Middle School Special  Education  

Karen Dube Chenery Middle School Grade 5 Math/Science 

Quinn Edwards Chenery Middle School  Grade 5 Math/Science 

Yasmin Khan Chenery Middle School Grade 5 Math/Science 

Mike Williams Chenery Middle School Grade 5 Math/Science 

 
PLT SMART Goal  

Implement the Aims web common assessment that will allow math teachers to identify students who are 

struggling with basic math skills to provide targeted intervention and differentiate instruction for struggling 

learners. 

 
Key Actions 

1. We administered three AIMS web benchmark tests in October, January, and April. 
2.  We used the AIMS web probe sheets to provided targeted support during targeted learning blocks.  Some 
members of the group found that the interventions needed to occur during the math block and therefore found 
time during class to do so. 
3. We used the data to inform our instruction in math during targeted learning and during math class. 
Students with weak computation skills or poor fact fluency had opportunities for repeated skill practice using 
all four operations with whole numbers, fractions and decimals. 
4. AIMS web data was compared to enVision benchmark tests. 

 
Findings  

We found that the AIMS web benchmark data showed there was significant improvement for students that 
regularly participated in the targeted learning sessions in the computation skills for students in grade five. 
Speed and accuracy both improved over time.  This computation improvement did not carry over to the 
enVision benchmark tests as a result of many factors, one being the language complexity and multi-step 
problem solving.  The enVision benchmark tests required students to recall content from four topics while the 
AIMS web benchmark is a variety of computation skills taught throughout the year. The team still determined 
that this computation practice was valuable to student learning.   
 
As a result of the meetings we created a list of intervention activities to share during targeted learning to 
support struggling learners while providing ongoing enrichment for others. 

 
 
 
 



Recommendations / Next Steps  

Next year, teachers recommend having four blocks (two for team time and two for extended learning) of time 
in the six day schedule to use flexibly.  Based on the complexity of the fifth grade schedule, teachers would 
communicate with their team to determine how these four blocks would be used to address social, emotional 
and academic supports each week. 
 
The extended learning block would be used to give students the opportunities to review previous topics, class 
work,  make up any missed work, extension opportunities, quiet reading and used by specialists to provide 
services.  
 
It would be ideal to support this model if the grade level music was built into the six day schedule rather than 
the weekly schedule. The team would also like directors to understand the challenges the fifth grade faces as 
a result of this weekly scheduling challenge. 
 

 


